




















History of Coal Chemicals Transition to petrochemical business. Into the Era of Mitsui Chemicals Acceleration to become a global company.

HISTORY
History of the Mitsui Chemicals Group
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Mitsui Mining starts full-scale chemical operations 
at Omuta (currently our Omuta Works).

Establishes the first Koppers coke oven in Japan.

Production of alizarin, Japan’s first synthetic dye, 
begins (Omuta).

Omuta Works starts phenol production.

First coal chemistry complex formed in Japan.

Mitsui Mining actively expands chemical operations 
into other areas, including synthetic ammonia 
and ammonium sulfate.

Production of synthetic “indigo” dyes begins (Omuta).

Toyo Koatsu Industries established.

Mitsui Chemical Industry established.

Mitsui Chemical Industry starts 
production of synthetic petroleum.

Toyo Koatsu Industries 
(currently our Hokkaido Mitsui Chemicals, Inc.) 
begins mass-production of urea fertilizer in Japan. 

Nagoya Manufacturing Factory 
(currently our Nagoya Works) is inaugurated.

Nagoya Works commences full-scale production of vinyl chloride.

Mitsui Petrochemical Industries established.

Transition to petrochemical business.

Iwakuni-Otake Works starts operations.

Japan’s first petrochemical complex is completed.

Mitsui Chemicals Industry starts film business. 
Hula hoop boom generates mass orders 
for HI-ZEX™ (polyethylene).

DuPont and Mitsui Chemicals form a joint venture, Mitsui 
Polychemicals (currently Dow-Mitsui Polychemicals 
Co.,Ltd.), and low-density polyethylene is produced.

Japan’s first polypropylene plant starts operations 
(Iwakuni-Otake Works).

Osaka Manufacturing Factory (currently Osaka Works) 
starts operations.

First overseas investment establishes Singapore 
Adhesives & Chemicals (SAC) in Singapore.

Mitsui Chemicals Industry starts urea-formaldehyde 
plywood adhesive production.

Chiba Factory (currently Ichihara Works) starts ethylene 
production.

Toyo Koatsu Industries merges with Mitsui Chemical 
Industry to form Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals, Inc.

Mitsui Chemical Industry exports high-density 
polyethylene manufacturing technology to Romania.

First export of petrochemical technology to Eastern 
Europe demonstrates world-class technology. 

Thai Plastics and Chemicals (TPCC) starts 
vinyl chloride polymer business.

Launch of polyolefin adhesive agent ADMER™.

MILASTOMER™ adopted for automobile bumper 
components.
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Groundbreaking ceremony for Mitsui Petrochemical 
Industries New Technology Research and Development 
Center (currently Sodegaura Center).

C&CT [currently Advanced Composites (ACP)] established 
as our first U.S. manufacturing site, 
in response to the request from Honda Motor Co., Ltd. 
to start business in the U.S. and begin on-site 
master batch production.

Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals Asia [currently Mitsui Chemicals 
Asia Pacific (MCAP)] established in Singapore.

Mitsui Chemicals America (MCA) established.

Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals Europe [currently Mitsui Chemicals 
Europe (MCE)] established.

At the same time, sales companies are set up in Germany 
and the U.K. to develop marketing structure 
in the European market.

First polypropylene compound manufacturing site 
in Mexico established.

Mitsui Petrochemical Industries, Ltd. and Mitsui Toatsu 
Chemicals Inc. merge to form Mitsui Chemicals, Inc. (MCI).

Mitsui Chemicals Shanghai [presently Mitsui Chemicals (China) 
Co., Ltd. (MCCN)] established.

Mitsui Petrochemical Industrial Products 
and Mitsui Toatsu Construction Materials merge 
to form Mitsui Chemicals Industrial Products, Ltd.

Mitsui Elastomers Singapore established.

Prime Polymer starts sales by integrating polyolefin business 
of Idemitsu Kosan Co., Ltd. and MCI.
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Mitsui Chemicals India, Pvt. Ltd. (MCIND) established.

Mitsui Fine Chemicals  incorporated (Mitsui Fine Chemicals,
 Inc. and Mitsui Toatsu Inorganic Chemicals, Inc. merge).

Mitsui Chemicals Agro, Inc. established (Sankyo Agro and 
Mitsui Chemicals Agrochemicals division merge).

Mitsui Chemicals do Brazil Comércio Ltda. established.

Mitsui Chemicals Tohcello, Inc. formed by film/sheet business 
integration of Tochello and Mitsui Chemicals Fabro.

100th anniversary of the Omuta Works.

Dental materials division of Heraeus Holding GmbH acquired.

World's first large-scale XDI plant built in Omuta Works.

Mitsui Chemicals SKC Polyurethane Inc. starts operations 
as a joint venture with MCI and SKC Polyurethane Inc. in Korea.

Mitsui Chemicals Korea (MCKR) starts operations.

EVOLUE™ plant in Singapore starts 
commercial-base operations.

Mitsui Chemicals Thailand Co., Ltd. established.

20th anniversary of Mitsui Chemicals, Inc.

Acquired ARRK Corporation, 
a global development organization.
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